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Commercial Tenancies Relief supports hundreds 

of businesses impacted by COVID-19 

The Commercial Tenancies Relief, which was initiated to support local businesses and 

commercial property landlords affected by COVID-19, will come to an end as planned on 

31 January 2021. 

“The past year has been a challenging one for Canberrans, including local businesses that suffered 

from the pandemic,” Attorney-General Shane Rattenbury said. 

“The Commercial Tenancies Relief, which was designed to help preserve ACT businesses during 

the toughest periods of COVID-19, assisted hundreds of local businesses. 

“As our city recovers and business starts to return, the needs of our business community are 

changing so we need to ensure the support Government provides is appropriate to the 

circumstances.” 

Businesses will continue to receive ACT Government support through other COVID-19 recovery 

measures, including mediation assistance through the COVID-19 Local Business Commissioner. 

Commissioner Brendan Smyth, who supported over 400 businesses to renegotiate rental 

agreements throughout 2020, will continue to provide support for tenants and landlords seeking to 

come to an agreement beyond 31 January 2021. 

Attorney-General Rattenbury encouraged commercial tenants and landlords to continue working 

together and adjusting leasing arrangements as necessary. 



“It’s in the continued interests of all Canberrans, including landlords, to help and support our local 

businesses through COVID-19 and the challenges that remain,” Attorney General Rattenbury said. 

“The Government will do our part to kick start the journey to recovery in the ACT, and we 

encourage tenants and landlords to do what they can to support one another along the way.” 

For more information regarding the ACT Government’s COVID-19 Recovery measures, visit 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/business-and-work/economic-survival-package/supporting-local-

businesses-and-the-economy. 

For more information on Commercial Tenancies Relief, visit act.gov.au/commercial-tenancies. 

Statement ends 

COVID-19 Local Business Commissioner Brendan Smyth is available for comment upon 

request. 

Media contact: 

Lachlan Roberts  M 0481 035 764  E lachlan.roberts@act.gov.au 
  

ACT Legislative Assembly P (02) 6205 0005 

E rattenbury@act.gov.au 

Twitter @ShaneRattenbury 

Facebook shanerattenburymla 

Instagram shanerattenbury 

  
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-r%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108108072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BF866ObAQjeeNk83l1d%2BNoJ95MT4XSZlGD3zSYhcXSM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-r%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108108072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BF866ObAQjeeNk83l1d%2BNoJ95MT4XSZlGD3zSYhcXSM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-y%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108108072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZkuIfXmRXjJ0oTt7haf9xf2PPI1T1XxQdiruzes9dM0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Lachlan.Roberts@act.gov.au
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-j%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108118028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KB%2Fu%2F4DTvfZqnbweaLQjTGgGpwcxZK%2B%2FapLflslzcVk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-t%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108118028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Jtjq%2B9cu8m5K5cgJEmO6QZslE3Dd4OYS%2B5TbzBmSJjg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-i%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108127985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oDBHaopGzzq%2BChy8G2IiEhGYAV645akMjGeBJRoQac0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-d%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108127985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qiplWEiBdkz%2BURHxJsn1KVKTQMZsI89OemGI51vOu44%3D&reserved=0
mailto:rattenbury@act.gov.au
mailto:rattenbury@act.gov.au
mailto:rattenbury@act.gov.au
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-h%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108127985%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xvE5qPkjj0U3AjmW6ndSdfmhuFSqTjUSoRgSI8On%2FnA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-k%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108137941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eLCBJS%2F2dMi8HQfDkEYQ61%2BfKQFUAdTzCd97YFCtRTo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-u%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108137941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lDlveBp8tobDckRSF67CfYBaDNMxsD8gUyTW0HCBf30%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-o%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108137941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cS1jZRU8DgZwnZBGZBu2xkeqbHO5M0VWqliWYqSuP08%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-b%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108147901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FZERhQLK7ql3DNEDtfpsTQ0zdWkrOfAByn%2B%2FKlRcNnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factgovernment.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-mlthig-zduhljyir-p%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmurray.coombe%40wolterskluwer.com%7Cec299111d5094386c9f808d8be604b88%7C8ac76c91e7f141ffa89c3553b2da2c17%7C0%7C0%7C637468668108147901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EJOrbqp9yjPImVrPpvIkc7uPOAgPgRkUebofpvmto6I%3D&reserved=0

